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excessive winter rains. Relief works were opened in 1894, but the people did not resort to them in large numbers. In 1895-6 both crops were again seriously injured by drought, and in 1896-7 an almost complete failure caused severe famine. Relief operations were in progress during the whole of 1897. The total expenditure exceeded 12 lakhs, and the maximum daily number of persons on relief was 58,000 in May, 1897, In 1898-9 Saugor had a poor spring crop, and in 1899-1900 the autumn crops failed entirely, though the spring crops gave an average out-turn. There was again famine in this year, though far less severe in Saugor than over most of the Province. Nearly n lakhs was spent on relief, and the numbers relieved rose to 87,000 in August, 1900. It will thus be seen that the District has lately passed through a most severe and protracted period of agricultural depression.
The executive head of the District is the Deputy-Commissioner, who is also District Magistrate, with three Assistants. For administrative
purposes the District is divided into four tahsils. each   . ,   . .
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of which has a tahslldar and a naw-tahstlaar, except
Banda, which has only a tahslldar. An Executive Engineer and a Forest officer are stationed at Saugor.
The civil judicial staff consists of a District and a Subordinate Judge, with a Munsif at each tahslL The Divisional and Sessions Judge of Jubbulpore has superior civil and criminal jurisdiction. The crime of the District is somewhat heavy as compared with other parts of the Province. Robberies and dacoities are comparatively frequent, and cattle-stealing and simple theft are also common offences. Opium smuggling from the adjoining Native States is prevalent.
Under the Maratha revenue system villages were farmed out to the highest bidder, and any rights or consideration which the village headmen may have enjoyed in the past were almost entirely effaced. No legal status was given to tenants, and the older cultivators were protected only by custom, which enjoined that, so long as the annual rent demand was paid, their tenure should be hereditary and continuous. The land revenue history of the District during the period following the cession in 1818 consists of a series of abortive attempts to raise a revenue equal to or exceeding that of the Maratha government, when the people had become impoverished by the exactions of that government during the last period of its rule, and by the depredations of the Pindaris. The demand at cession was a little short of 6 lakhs. A series of annual and short-term settlements ensued till 1835, when a twenty years' settlement was made, and the revenue fixed at Rs. 6,27,000. This settlement did not work well, and the disturbances of 1842 seriously injured the District, necessitating a general reduction of revenue varying from 10 to 20 per cent. Large remissions of the